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STW’s Intellectual Property Policy (IP policy)
For detailed information see ‘General Funding Conditions’ of STW (www.stw.nl/English).

The main principles of STW’s IP policy:
· Ownership of the results of research funded by Technology Foundation STW belongs jointly to STW and the research institute(s) where the research is funded.
· Protection of research results, confidentiality and publications
STW attaches considerable importance to knowledge protection in order to realise knowledge transfer. Users admitted to the user committee, either at the start or during the course of the research, undertake to maintain confidentiality with regard to the research results. The researcher is obliged to report any inventions to STW immediately.
STW submits draft publications to the user committee asking whether, in their opinion, the publication contains a patentable discovery and/or whether there are utilisation opportunities. If knowledge protection measures are required, such as the submission of a patent application, STW may decide to suspend the publication for up to a year.

Members of the user committee are the first to receive information about the results of the research. Membership of the user committee or a contribution to the research does not automatically entitle the user to apply or commercialise the results.

· Option rights and licensing

Users who, in STW’s opinion, contribute substantially to the funding of the project are entitled to an option during the course of the project. STW does not regard a contribution of less than 10% of the total funding allocated to the project (necessary financial resources plus in-kind contributions) as substantial. The right to use/application is acquired through a licence, transfer or know-how agreement. This may be a ‘second agreement’, after an option agreement, but both option and licence may be laid down in a single agreement.

In any case, a licence agreement or transfer agreement contains agreements about:

· (non-)exclusivity
· royalty-free research and education licence
· reimbursement in line with market prices

· anti-freezer clause or best endeavours obligation concerning application or commercialisation
· reporting obligations
· indemnity/liability
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